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The European Commission: Priorities for 2019-24
• A European Green Deal: Striving to be the first climate-neutral continent
• TIMELINE
• Pathway to a Healthy Planet for All EU Action Plan:
'Towards Zero Pollution for Air, Water and Soil' Brussels, 12.5.2021 COM(2021) 400 final
Key targets to speed up reducing pollution at source

2030

 improving air quality to reduce the number of premature deaths caused by air pollution by 55%;
 improving water quality by reducing waste, plastic litter at sea (by 50%) and microplastics
released into the environment (by 30%);

 improving soil quality by reducing nutrient losses and chemical pesticides’ use by 50%;
 reducing by 25% the EU ecosystems where air pollution threatens biodiversity;
 reducing the share of people chronically disturbed by transport noise by 30%;
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 significantly reducing waste generation and by 50% residual municipal waste.

Relevant EU policies and initiatives
• European Green Deal
• Chemicals strategy for sustainability- to better protect citizens and the environment against hazardous chemicals.
• Zero pollution action plan for water, air and soil - to better prevent, remedy, monitor and report on pollution.
• Revising measures to address pollution from large industrial installations - to ensure they are consistent with
climate, energy and circular economy policies.
• European Circular Economy Action Plan - the EU’s new circular action plan to pave the way for a cleaner and more
competitive Europe.

• EU Water Legislation - policy evaluation of the Water Framework
Directive (WFD), the Environmental Quality Standards Directive (EQSD),
the Groundwater Directive (GWD), the Floods Directive (FD).
• Urban Waste Water Directive, Water reuse,
• Pharmaceuticals in the Environment, Marine Strategy
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The EU’s chemicals strategy for sustainability
towards a toxic-free environment
• Chemicals are essential and used in many
sectors
• However, most chemicals have hazardous
properties
• Global chemicals production is expected to
double by 2030 and their use will also
increase

• The EC published a chemicals strategy for
sustainability on 14 October 2020, aiming
to better protect citizens and the
environment and to boost innovation for
safe and sustainable chemicals

MAIN ACTIONS
 Banning the most harmful chemicals in consumer
products
 Account for the cocktail effect of chemicals when
assessing risks
 Phasing out the use PFAS in the EU
 Boosting the investment and innovative capacity for
safe and sustainable by design chemicals throughout
their life cycle
 Promoting the EU’s resilience of supply and
sustainability of critical chemicals

 Establishing a simpler “one substance one assessment”
process
 Playing a leading role globally
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2030 vision – towards a toxic-free
environment
• Chemicals are produced/used in a way that
maximises their benefits to society while
avoiding harm to planet & people
• Production and use of safe and sustainable
chemicals becomes the EU market norm and
a global standard

TOXIC-FREE ENVIRONMENT: 5 building
blocks
Innovation,
competitiveness,
recovery

Simplification &
coherence

Strengthen
legislation for
better protection

Knowledge and
science

Global

Boosting innovation
• Promote the transition to safe and sustainable chemicals, materials and
products
• Develop EU safe and sustainable-by-design criteria and a EU-wide
support network
• Provide funding for the green and digital transition of the production/use of
chemicals (Horizon Europe, recovery instruments, cohesion funds, Life)
• Strengthen EU’s open strategic autonomy for critical chemicals
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A comprehensive knowledge base
• Establish a EU research & innovation agenda for chemicals, incl. to promote
innovative testing and (Bio)-monitoring
• Improve knowledge on chemical properties and uses
• by requiring more information (polymers, environmental footprint, low volumes, for
specific hazard properties)
• by tracking substances on concerns in products/materials

8

Horizon 2020 – Green Deal Call LC-GD-8-1-2020
• Topic: Innovative, systemic zero-pollution solutions to protect health,
environment and natural resources from persistent and mobile chemicals
• 3 projects, starting in Oct. – Nov. 2021, Σ EUR 35.6 million
• PROMISCES Preventing Recalcitrant Organic Mobile Industrial chemicalS for Circular
Economy in the Soil-sediment-water system
• ZeroPM: Zéro pollution of Persistent, Mobile substances

• SCENARIOS: Strategies for health protection, pollution Control and Elimination of Next
generAtion RefractIve Organic chemicals from the Soil, vadose zone and water
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Horizon 2020 – Green Deal Call LC-GD-8-2-2020
• Topic: Fostering regulatory science to address combined exposures to
industrial chemicals and pharmaceuticals: from science to evidence-based
policies
• 3 projects, starting Oct. – Nov. 2021, Σ EUR 16.1 million
• PANORAMIX Providing risk assessments of complex real-life mixtures for the
protection of Europe’s citizens and the environment

• LIFESAVER Living Impact on Fetal Evolution: Shelter-Analyze-ValidateEmpower Regulations
• ALTERNATIVE environmentAL Toxicity chEmical mixtuRes through aN
10 innovative platform based on aged cardiac tissue model

Horizon Europe – WP 2021-22
• Cluster 1 – Health
• European partnership for the assessment of risks from chemicals (PARC) – 200 m€
• Assessing health-related costs of environmental stressors – RIA 4 m€ / 20 m€
• Preparatory action for a partnership: One Health and antimicrobial resistance - CSA 1 m€
• Green pharmaceuticals - RIA 8 m€ / 40 m€
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Horizon Europe – WP 2021-22
• Cluster 4 – Digital, Industry and Space
• Regional industrial-urban symbiosis of energy, water, industrial waste and by-products,
RIA 8-12 m€ / 28 m€
• Reducing environmental footprint, improving circularity in value chains, IA 12 m€ / 36 m€
• Establishing EU led international community on safe- and sustainable-by-design
materials to support embedding sustainability criteria over the life cycle of products and
processes, CSA 3-4 m€
• Promote Europe's availability, affordability, sustainability and security of supply of
essential chemicals and materials, IA 7-10 m€ / 28m€
• …and topics on SSbD polymerics materials, metallic coatings and
engineered surfaces, organic and hybrid coatings , etc.
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Horizon Europe – WP 2021-22
• Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources,
Agriculture and Environment
• Over-packaging, single-use plastics and microplastic pollution, IA 5-7 m€ / 18 m€
• Circularity in textiles, plastics and/or electronics, IA 6-8 m€ / 22 m€

• Regional N/P load reduction, CSA 2 m€ / 6 m€
• Optimization of nutrient budget in agriculture, RIA 7 m€
• Impacts and trade-offs of alternative fertilisers, CSA 2 m€ / 4 m€

• Bioremediation strategies for soil, sediments and water, RIA 5,5 m€ / 11 m€
• Prevent groundwater contamination and protecting its quality, RIA 2-4 m€ / 12 m€
• Urban water runoff, RIA 2-4 m€ / 10 m€
• Drinking water quality and protection of water sources against pollution, RIA 2-4 m€ / 15 m€
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• Co-fund partnership Water Security for the Planet (Water4All), 126 m€

Horizon Europe: next steps
• Develop EU safe and sustainable-by-design criteria for chemicals
• Develop an SRIA for chemicals
• Develop the WP 2023-24 (adoption planned end 2022)
• Safe- and sustainable-by-design materials, products and processes
• Circular and bio-based economy
• Water quality

• Nutrients

• Partnerships and Missions
•14 Micropollutants in water: assessment of relevant EU funded projects

Keep in touch
ec.europa.eu/

europa.eu/

Horizon Europe

@EuropeanCommission

@EU_Commission
https://www.horizon-europe-infodays2021.eu/
@EuropeanCommission

European Commission

europeancommission
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon

Thank you !
DISCLAIMER:
The information provided in the current presentation is provisional and subject to possible changes.
Please always refer to the EC official documents once adopted and published, notably in the Official Journal and the Participants portal
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon)
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